DECEMBER 9 & 10, 2023

Mass Intentions
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Saturday, December 9 - 4:00pm
Roger Beaudin- requested by his wife Janice
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Sunday, December 10
7:00am

Angelo Bucchino - requested by Fr John & family

10:30am

Matthew, Raymond & Muriel Labore - requested by the family

Second Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 11 - 8:30am
Joseph Bennett - requested by a
friend

Tuesday, December 12 - 8:30am
Lauretta Demers - requested by
Lisa & Michael Siraco

Wednesday, December 13
- No Mass -

Thursday, December 14 - 8:30am
Sumner Menken - requested by his
wife Muriel
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Friday, December 15 - 8:30am —Be =
Marcel Larochelle - requested by his wife Jeannine

Saturday, December 16 - 4:00pm
Pearl Lemire, birthday remembrance - requested by Tracey,
Stuart and Norma

Sunday, December 17
7:00am

Bob Carter - requested by Rick & Vicki Carter

10:30am

Lawrence & J. Francis Young - requested by the Donohue family

Third Sunday of Advent

St. Theresa of Lisieux Adoration Chapel
Open: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9am - 6pm
LIVESTREAMED 24/7 on our website
Divine Mercy Chaplet livestreamed daily
at 3am & 3pm

Come and share an hour with Jesus and
leave refreshed and at peace.

What better way to prepare your heart for Jesus at Christmas than
spending time in Adoration this Advent. Please call Lisa in the par-
ish office, 603-622-5445 for more information.

We NEED Substitutes. Adorers will be taking time off for vacations
and day trips. If you would like to take part in Adoration, but can’t
commit to an hour, please think about becoming a substitute and
help cover an hour now and then. Can you make time for Jesus?

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Today and throughout Advent we will be hearing
from John the Baptist. Although he lived in the desert
and appeared as a rough-hewn character, he was a
deeply spiritual and highly sensitive man. He loved God deeply and
waited for the Messiah who was to come to save the world. He didn’t
know yet that it was Jesus of Nazareth. He used the word “repentance”
a lot in his preaching which was the way to prepare for the Messiah.
Unfortunately, the image that has be given to us about the word
“repentance” is that we must do penance, suffer, and give up a lot of
things in order to be ready for Jesus. But the word repentance comes
from the Greek word “metanoia,” which simply means “change your
mind.” John the Baptist is challenging us to change our minds about
God, about Jesus, and about how we are supposed to live. Many of us
have grown up with the idea of a very serious God, who would punish
us at a moment’s notice if we didn’t live according to His principles. But
Jesus came to earth as the Messiah, showing us that God has an eternal
smile on His face when He thinks about us, His children. Jesus went
further to teach us that even when we go astray, as we all do at times,
God never changes His look of love for us. Because we are His children,
and like every good parent, loves us even to the point of wanting to die
for us. But do we believe this? Many of us do not. Those who do, often-
times forget it. Meister Eckhart, a spiritual giant of the early Church,
once made a statement: “Any talk of God that does not comfort you, is
a lie! Do not listen to it!” Isn’t’ that the heart of the Good News, the
Gospel! God loves us His children no matter what. Getting back to John
the Baptist, John tells us that the way we can change our minds (repent
from sin), is to embrace and treasure our Baptism. John said he came to
offer a baptism of repentance” and shows us the way to prepare for the
Messiah who will “baptize you with His Holy Spirit.” So, my brothers
and sisters, Advent is a time to lift up our Baptism to a very high place
in our spiritual journey. Let’s change our minds and stop focusing on
how imperfect or even bad we are; let’s change our minds so as to
change our behavior to open ourselves to the immense love of our Fa-
ther. Let’s look at the baptism font more often when we enter our
church and give thanks for this powerful sacrament! ~ Fr. John
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‘(_ Many people were unable to attend Sr. Joan
| Messier’s funeral in Windham. Fr. John will

celebrate a Memorial Mass for her next Satur-
day, December 16™ at 10am. All are invited to attend.
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Let us pray for these special intentions: For all our
parishioners that are homebound and in nursing
homes; for all our parishioners, family and friends
that are struggling with iliness or recovering from
surgeries. We also pray for: Acilda Dachowski, Lorraine Turcotte,

Sr. Anne Marineau, Rita Pinard, Casey and Jason S., Bert & Georgette
Beaudette, Jeanne Sylvain, Richard & Tricia Bilodeau, Joan Allard, Jon
Lupien, Sr. Cecile Provost, David Rattigan, Rick Pank, Josephine
Housty, Suellen Callahan, Esther & Charles Shea Jr., Jennifer Erheart,
MaryAnn Mosman, Lucille Vigneault, Doris Cote, Joe Carnevale, Len
Dickson, Robyn Tancrede, Irene & Roger Allard, Pauline Lavigne, Ron
Fortin, Paul Houghton, Arnold Wright, Stephen Gilmartin, Jean Kim-
kade, Jonathan Camire, Jr., Amy Wiggin and Desire Lemay, Richard
LeBlanc, Bobby Anderson, Doug Flanders, Cindy Cleary, Donna Mullen
Christine Wood, Joseph Belliveau, Doris Goodwin and Rose O’Neill.
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Basket Bonanza Raffle: Last weekend to purchase your tickets for the raffle. Tickets will be sold before/after all Masses. The drawing will take

place after the 10:30am Mass down in the hall during the parish coffee.




PARISH LEADERSHIP

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRIES
St. Anthony Food Pantry
Patrick Gilmartin

Sr. Marjorie Lupien 315-7623
Shoes For Kids/General Outreach
Lisa Siraco 622-5445
St. Anne’s Closet (clothing for children)
Parish Office 622-5445
Parish Elderly Ministry
Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
PARISH MINISTRIES
Adoration Chapel
Lisa Siraco 622-5445
Boy/Cub Scouts
Ron St. Cyr 622-8182
Finance Committee
Dee Pouliot
Parish Prayer Line
Gemma Houde 668-3993
Pastoral Council
Tracey Adams
Funeral Ministry
Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Liturgical Ministers
(Eucharist Lectors, Altar Servers)
Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Memorial Meals
Gloria Pilotte 623-8173
Terry Sylvain 669-2582
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Diane Sufat 625-8665
Religious Education (Gr. K-8)
Martha & Steve Donohue 627-4868
RCIA
Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Secular Franciscan Order
Roselle Neely 673-9141
Youth Group
Ellen Vigneault 867-8881
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Baptism, Marriage, Sacrament of the Sick
Fr. John Bucchino, ofm 622-5445

MUSIC MINISTRY
Music Director & Organist, Adult Choir and
Cantors

James Butka 540-7638

December 2 & 3, 2023
Weekend Offertory
Envelopes $1,388.00
Loose S 904.00
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Love | Give | Serve

Electronic Offering $1,120.00
Mailed in Offertory: $1,265.00
Total Offertory: $4,677.00

General Fund
Candles: $32.00
Adoration Chapel:$-0-

Outreach Fund
St. Anthony Bread for the Poor: $661.00
- Children’s Christmas Party: $100.00
Food Pantry: $390.00
- Thanksgiving Dinner: $100.00

Thank you for your continued support of our parish which helps us to live out the Gospel
message to love and serve one another. We are also very grateful for the weekly food
donations we receive both for the food pantry and our homeless ministry. We are hum-
bled and blessed by your generosity. May God continue to bless all of you and our Blessed
Sacrament family.

This Week

Sunday, December 10

* Parish Coffee/Raffle Drawing after the
10:30am Mass in the church hall

Monday, December 11

* Boy Scouts, 6:30pm, church hall

Tuesday, December 12

* Devotion to St. Anthony 9am

* Adoration Chapel, Open 9am - 6pm

Wednesday, December 13

* St. Anne’s Closet, 11am-1pm

* Food Pantry, 1-3pm

Thursday, December 14

* Adoration Chapel, Open 9am - 6pm

* Prayer Shawl Ministry, 9am, Mercy House

* Cub Scouts, 6:30pm, church hall

Sunday, December 17

* Faith Formation, 9am, hall

Please join us for coffee, pastries and fellowship after this Sunday’s
10:30am Mass.
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Worship
300 Club
A new club is beginning on Sunday. Captains will be contacting members to renew
their club. If you don’t have a lucky number and would like one, please see one of
; the captains listed below. Cost is $20 for 20 week. Each week we pick 5 winners of
E $10 each. On the 21* week we have the grand drawing with $1800 in prizes. It's a
E quick and easy fundraiser for the parish and a chance for you to win.
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: Captains: Lisa (in the parish office) 622-5445/H: 582-6330, Donna Mullen 669-8344;
’ v Gloria Pilotte 623-8173, or Terry Sylvain 669-2582.
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The Christmas Giving Tree is up and located in the back of the church.
Each ornament has an item needed for our Outreach & homeless minis-
tries. Gifts range from gift cards for fast food, grocery stores and gas; dia-
pers & wipes; winter gloves for the homeless. Items can be returned from
Advent through Christmas season.
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Annual Boy Scouts Christmas Tree Sales
Located in the parking lot of Manchester Harley Davidson on John Divine
Dr. Hours of operation: Friday, November 24: 9am-9pm; Mondays-Fridays,
4-8pm; Saturdays, 9am-9pm and Sundays 9am-8pm. Thank you for sup-
porting our scouts.
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Christmas Flowers
If you would like to donate towards the Christmas flowers in memory
or in honor of a loved one, please fill out a flower offering envelope in
the back of the church. Please print clearly so we can list the names in
the bulletin.

Fr. John has decided to have our church doors locked during Mass starting this week-
end, the first Sunday of Advent. The doors will be locked 5 minutes after Mass begins
in case anyone comes late. If anyone does arrive late and the doors are locked, please
go to the church's front door (EIm Street entrance), and an usher will admit you. This
decision comes from the advisement of our parish Safety Ministry Team, and our re-
cent presentation from safety office Joseph Hielman. Given the increase in shootings at
churches and other public places, we want to keep everyone safe and protected.




