DECEMBER 16 & 17, 2023

| Mass Intentlons

FOR WEEK #

Saturday, December 16 - 4:00pm
Pearl Lemire, birthday remembrance - requested by Tracey,
Stuart and Norma

Sunday, December 17 Third Sunday of Advent
7:00am

Bob Carter - requested by Rick & Vicki Carter
10:30am

Lawrence & J. Francis Young -

requested by the Donohue family
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Doris Rajotte - requested by the
Smith family

Tuesday, December 19 - 8:30am
Steve Siraco - requested by
Lisa & Michael Siraco
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- No Mass -

Thursday, December 21 - 8:30am
Susan Phaneuf, anniversary of death - requested by her husband

Friday, December 22 - 8:30am
Raymond Ste. Marie, anniversary of death - requested by his
wife

Saturday, December 23 - 4:00pm
Maurice Lavigne & Diane Provost- requested by Pauline Lavigne

Sunday, December 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:00am

For the intentions of Steven Hall - requested by his mom
10:30am

Lillian Patrick - requested by her husband

4:00pm Christmas Eve
William Butka Jr. - requested by Lisa & Michael Siraco
Midnight

For the Sullivan and Flurey families
Monday, December 25 - 9:00am  The Nativity of the Lord
Sumner Menken - requested by his wife

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“The Lord has sent me to bring glad tidings to the
poor; to heal the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty
to the captives and release to prisoners.”

U Pastor's
Corner

This quote from today’s first reading from Isaiah strongly teaches us
that Christmas is about justice. But that is not an association that
we often make. When we think about Christmas, we think about
love, peace and joy. We do not think about justice. Because it is
about the Kingdom of God made real for all people. Did you ever
wonder why justice is so absent from our approach to Christmas?
Jesus announced to all who would hear His mission was to care for
the poor, the oppressed, the imprisoned, to make a difference in
the world, and to set things right. It seems that early Christians
knew this. Just look at the origins of the Christmas card. The first
Christmas card was sent in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole, an Englishman.
He was curator of a museum in London and had a wide circle of
friends. Like many other people of his day, Sir Henry practiced the
custom of sending Christmas letters to those he knew. As his circle
of associates grew, that task became overwhelming. Rather than
limiting the number of friends to whom he would write, Sir Henry
decided to commission a card that would express his greetings for
the holidays. This first Christmas card was small, about three by five
inches. What was significant was its design. It was divided into three
panels. The central panel showed a joyful family gathering around
an abundant table. Underneath the scene was written: “A Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year to you.” This central panel was
framed by two other panels. On the left was a scene of the hungry
being fed and on the right was a panel of the poor being clothed.
The first Christmas card knew that Christmas is about justice. But
people lost a sense of this over time and sent cards with squirrels
and reindeer and snowmen on them. Even the religious cards make
the birth of Jesus with Mary and Joseph sometimes seem like a Hol-
lywood production. Mary and Joseph were poor, birthing their son
in a dirty, smelly place, not really fit for human habitation. Again, it
is good that we remember with joy the beauty and mystery of
Christmas; but let’s not forget to reach out this Christmas to some-
one who is alone, or poor, or needs a hand as well. ~ Fr. John

St. Theresa of Lisieux Adoration Chapel
Open: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9am - 6pm
LIVESTREAMED 24/7 on our website
Divine Mercy Chaplet livestreamed daily at 3am & 3pm

Come, share an hour with Jesus and leave refreshed and at peace.

What better way to prepare your heart for Jesus at Christmas than
spending time in Adoration this Advent. Please call Lisa in the par-
ish office, 603-622-5445 for more information.

We NEED Substitutes. Adorers will be taking time off for vacations
and day trips. If you would like to take part in Adoration, but can’t
commit to an hour, please think about becoming a substitute and
help cover an hour now and then. Can you make time for Jesus?
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. Let us pray for these special intentions: For all
| our parishioners that are homebound and in

. nursing homes; for all our parishioners, family
| and friends that are struggling with illness or

= recovering from surgeries. We also pray for: Acilda Dachowski, Lor-
| raine Turcotte, Sr. Anne Marineau, Rita Pinard, Casey and Jason S.,

= Bert & Georgette Beaudette, Jeanne Sylvain, Richard & Tricia Bilo-

I deau, Joan Allard, Jon Lupien, Sr. Cecile Provost, David Rattigan, Rick
|

[

|

|

Pank, Josephine Housty, Suellen Callahan, Esther & Charles Shea Jr.,
Jennifer Erheart, MaryAnn Mosman, Lucille Vigneault, Doris Cote,
Joe Carnevale, Len Dickson, Robyn Tancrede, Irene & Roger Allard,
Pauline Lavigne, Ron Fortin, Paul Houghton, Arnold Wright, Stephen
Gilmartin, Jean Kimkade, Jonathan Camire, Jr., Amy Wiggin, Desire
Lemay, Richard LeBlanc, Bobby Anderson, Doug Flanders, Cindy
Cleary, Donna Mullen, Christine Wood, Joseph Belliveau, Doris Good-
win, Colette O’Connor and Rose O’Neill.

Third Sunday of
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PARISH LEADERSHIP

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRIES
St. Anthony Food Pantry
Patrick Gilmartin

Sr. Marjorie Lupien 315-7623
Shoes For Kids/General Outreach
Lisa Siraco 622-5445

St. Anne’s Closet (clothing for children)

Parish Office 622-5445

Parish Elderly Ministry
Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
PARISH MINISTRIES

Adoration Chapel

Lisa Siraco 622-5445
Boy/Cub Scouts

Ron St. Cyr 622-8182
Finance Committee

Dee Pouliot
Parish Prayer Line

Gemma Houde 668-3993
Pastoral Council

Tracey Adams
Funeral Ministry

Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Liturgical Ministers

(Eucharist Lectors, Altar Servers)

Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Memorial Meals

Gloria Pilotte 623-8173

Terry Sylvain 669-2582
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Diane Sufat 625-8665
Religious Education (Gr. K-8)

Martha & Steve Donohue 627-4868
RCIA

Sr. Marjorie Lupien 622-5445
Secular Franciscan Order

Roselle Neely 673-9141
Youth Group

Ellen Vigneault 867-8881

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Baptism, Marriage, Sacrament of the Sick
Fr. John Bucchino, ofm 622-5445

MUSIC MINISTRY
Music Director & Organist, Adult Choir and
Cantors

James Butka 540-7638

December 9 & 10, 2023

Weekend Offertory genzr G*Mé"
Envelopes $2,753.00 e #W
Loose s 741.24 STENARCSEIE

Electronic Offering $1,530.00

Mailed in Offertory: $1,265.00

Total Offertory: $6,289.24 Sharing With My Parish: $931.00
Outreach Fund

St. Anthony Bread for the Poor: $275.00

Food Pantry: $15.00

General Fund
Candles: $49.00
Adoration Chapel:$11.00

Thank you for your continued support of our parish which helps us to live out the Gospel
message to love and serve one another. We are also very grateful for the weekly food
donations we receive both for the food pantry and our homeless ministry. We are hum-
bled and blessed by your generosity. May God continue to bless all of you and our Blessed
Sacrament family.

This Week

Sunday, December 17

* Faith Formation, 9am, hall
Monday, December 18

* Boy Scouts, 6:30pm, church hall
Tuesday, December 19

* Devotion to St. Anthony 9am

* Adoration Chapel, Open 9am - 6pm
Wednesday, December 20

* St. Anne’s Closet, closed today

* Food Pantry, closed

Thursday, December 21

* Adoration Chapel, Open 9am - 6pm
* NO Prayer Shawl Ministry today

* Cub Scouts, 6:30pm, church hall

Basket Bonanza
Thank you to all who participated in the Basket Bonanza Raffle, we raised $1500! We
have a few unclaimed prizes that need to be picked up. Winner’s have been notified
and have until December 22" to claim. Thank you to the members of the Social Com-
mittee that put the baskets together and sold tickets for 3 weekends.
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300 Club: Week 1

#37 Shirley Glidden; #63 Joanne Dupuis; #119 Kevin Desrochers; #188 Michael Moran

and #293 Frank Dubisz

Congratulations!

Captains: Lisa (in the parish office) 622-5445/H: 582-6330, Donna Mullen 669-8344;
Gloria Pilotte 623-8173, or Terry Sylvain 669-2582.
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The Christmas Giving Tree is up and located in the back of the church.
Each ornament has an item needed for our Outreach & homeless minis-
tries. Gifts range from gift cards for fast food, grocery stores and gas;
diapers & wipes; winter gloves for the homeless. Items can be returned
from Advent through Christmas season.

GIVING 2%
1 4

Christmas Flowers
If you would like to donate towards the Christmas flowers in memory
or in honor of a loved one, please fill out a flower offering envelope in
the back of the church. Please print clearly so we can list the names in
the bulletin.

Christmas Schedule for Ministries
The Food Pantry will be closed from December 14" - January 10™.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet from December 14 January 11"

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 23" & 24™, 4™ Ssunday of Advent:

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4pm Sunday Masses: 7am & 10:30am
Christmas Eve, December 24™:

Vigil Mass at 4pm; Midnight Mass
Christmas Day, December 25"™: Mass at 9am
This year, January 1%, Feast of Mary, Holy Mother of God is NOT a
holy day of obligation. Therefore, December 30" & 31° will have the
regular weekend Mass schedule: Vigil Mass at 4pm; Sunday Masses at
7am & 10:30am . Mass on January 1* will be at 9am.




